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Members Present (in-person): Frank Bonesteel (Chair), William DeWitt, William Dolan, Karen 

Eastman, Anthony Graham (Vice-Chair), Ronald Korner, Dina 
Williamson-Erdag 

 
Members Present (virtual): Gail Alexander, Gary Elgort, Janice Six, Richard Stephans, Favil 

West 
 
Members Absent: Charles Fullen, Mark Hilton, Bruce Jabbour, Dan Peterson  
 
Liaisons Present: Chris Andres (State of Nevada Division of Environmental 

Protection [NDEP], Richard Arnold (Consolidated Group of 
Tribes and Organizations [CGTO]), John Klenke (Nye County 
Natural Resources and Federal Facilities Office [NRFFO]), Phil 
Klevorick (Clark County), Patrick Lazenby (Nye County 
Emergency Management [NCEM]) 
 

Liaisons Absent: Leo Blundo (Nye County Commission), Jared Brackenbury 
(Lincoln County Commission), Delon Winsor (Esmeralda County 
Commission)   

 
Department of Energy (DOE): Environmental Management (EM) Nevada Program: Robert 

Boehlecke (Deputy Designated Federal Officer [DDFO]), Carol 
Dinsman, Tiffany Gamero, Catherine Hampton, Bill Wilborn 
(alternate DDFO) 
National Nuclear Security Administration/Nevada Field 
Office (NNSA/NFO): John Daniels, Scott Wade 
 

Government Contractors: Navarro: Michelle French, Kevin Knapp, Ray Mele, Dona 
Merritt, Patty Neese, Ken Rehfeldt, Ari Rosenberg, Jesse 
Sleezer, Barbara Ulmer 

 Desert Research Institute (DRI): Shawn McCabe, Patrick 
Sawyer 
 

Public and Media: Wayne Barber (Exchange Monitor), Ruth Nicholson and Gary 
Younger (Hanford Advisory Board) 
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Open Meeting/Chair’s Opening Remarks  
 
Chair Frank Bonesteel welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the first hybrid NSSAB 
meeting. He asked everyone to observe a moment of silence in memoriam of recent events. 
Member William DeWitt moved to approve the draft agenda as presented.  The motion was 
seconded and passed unanimously.  
 
Public Comment  
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Liaison Updates  
 
Clark County (Phil Klevorick)  
Liaison Phil Klevorick reported that Melanie Snyder has been named the Planning Division 
Administrator for the Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects. In lieu of its annual meeting typically 
held in June, the National Transportation Stakeholders Forum (NTSF) has been hosting monthly 
virtual meetings, although upcoming sessions have recently been cancelled for unknown reasons.  
The Energy Communities Alliance has conducted virtual meetings including significant discussion 
on low-level waste (LLW) shipments, repackaging, and classification.  Liaison Klevorick noted that 
the EM National Cleanup Workshop via hybrid model is scheduled for September 2021 in 
Alexandria, VA, and the DOE Intergovernmental Meeting via hybrid model will be held in 
November 2021 in Nashville, TN. He concluded his update by requesting an update on the status 
of the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) Site-Wide Environmental Impact Statement 
(SWEIS). 
 
CGTO (Richard Arnold)  
Liaison Richard Arnold updated that the Tribal Planning Committee has provided and received 
updates during regular meetings with DOE. The Tribal Radioactive Materials Transportation 
Committee, a committee of the NTSF, held its second semi-annual meeting and received updates 
from DOE EM Office of Packaging and Transportation.  At this meeting, the CGTO met with the 
Tribal Affairs Office for the U.S. Department of Transportation.  Liaison Arnold stated that the 
State and Tribal Governments Working Group (STGWG) met with intergovernmental 
representatives to discuss EM activities.  The STGWG also met with Todd Shrader (EM-2), Mark 
Gilbertson (EM-4), and Nicole Nelson-Jean (EM-3) regarding future visions for the EM Program. 
Liaison Arnold continued that the CGTO and NDEP provided comments to the EM Nevada 
Program on the transition of Tonopah Test Range (TTR) sites to the Office of Legacy 
Management (LM).  The NTSF hosted a webinar that focused on oversight and shipments of 
transuranic waste to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant. The CGTO has scheduled its annual meeting 
for August 24-25, 2021 that will include participation from NNSA/NFO and the EM Nevada 
Program. Liaison Arnold concluded that planning is underway for the NTSF annual meeting on 
June 6-9, 2022 in Philadelphia, PA. 
 
NCEM (Patrick Lazenby)  
Liaison Patrick Lazenby had nothing to report.  
 
NRFFO (John Klenke)  
Liaison John Klenke noted that it was good to attend the meeting in-person.  He was not able to 
attend the May 2021 NSSAB meeting, although he did receive the NSSAB recommendation letter 
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and expressed his appreciation that Nye County was included as an observer on the external peer 
review team for Pahute Mesa. 
 
NDEP (Christine Andres)  
Liaison Christine Andres concurred with Liaison Klenke that it was good to meet again in-person.  
She continued with highlighting a big milestone with the signing of the Settlement Agreement 
between the NDEP, NNSA/NFO, and the EM Nevada Program to resolve the Y-12 waste issue 
from July 3, 2019.  A lot of work was involved in the Settlement Agreement for the past two years, 
and the focus will now transition to implementation of the enhancements to the waste 
management program. Liaison Andres reiterated from past meetings that NDEP’s workload has 
not decreased during the pandemic and may have even accelerated as she can see the 
approaching conclusion of the EM remediation work at the NNSS under the Federal Facility 
Agreement and Consent Order (FFACO). Liaison Andes noted that she is a representative for the 
State of Nevada on the STGWG, the National Governors Association Federal Facilities Task 
Force, and the Environmental Council of States with current activities being accomplished through 
webinars and virtual meetings. 
 
NNSA/NFO Update (John Daniels and Scott Wade, NNSA/NFO) 
 
Mr. John Daniels, Public Affairs Director, reiterated from Liaison Andres’ update that the 
NNSA/NFO was also a signatory to the Settlement Agreement.  He provided updates on NNSA 
leadership that Jill Hruby was nominated as the NNSA Administrator and approved through 
committee and is awaiting Senate confirmation.  Locally in Nevada, Devin Biniaz, the Assistant 
Manager for Safeguards and Security, assumed a leadership position at NNSA HQ.  In the 
interim, Jerry Weber will be acting in his position.  Monica Sanchez retired after 30+ years in 
federal service as the Assistant Manager for Mission and Infrastructure.  Betty Huck has stepped 
into her role with Brian Clifton assuming Ms. Huck’s duties as Assistant Manager of Operations 
and Safety.  Staff from Senator Jacky Rosen’s office visited NNSA equities and the Area 5 
Radioactive Waste Management Complex, and on another visit Appropriation Staff went to NNSA 
equities on the NNSS. 
 
Mr. Scott Wade, Senior Advisor, updated the Board on a series of wildfires on the NNSS.  The first 
wildfire sparked by lightening in mid-May 2021, the Cherrywood Fire, ultimately burned 21,000 
acres on the NNSS and another 5,000 acres on the Nevada Test and Training Range.  
Firefighters from the Bureau of Land Management supported the NNSS Fire and Rescue 
Department with a strong and quick response.  This fire encroached on one of the corrective 
action sites, a legacy plowshare test called Buggy.  When it was anticipated that the fire could 
reach a contaminated area, real-time, high-volume air samplers were deployed in several 
locations to record any radiological release, which ultimately was not found.  There was extensive 
plume modeling using source term from Buggy data as the basis to protect firefighters and to 
estimate potential dose.  The Cherrywood Fire burned until mid-June 2021.  On June 29, 2021, 
another wildfire consumed 275 acres, and a third wildfire last week sparked by lightning 
consumed approximately 900 acres.  Each of these wildfires prompts a response to protect the 
workers, the NNSS and its assets, and to make intelligent responses based on the risks.  For the 
recovery phase, next steps are to develop an overall plan for a path forward that includes the 
near-term data that has been identified by previous surveys.  Liaison Arnold accompanied NNSS 
archeologists last week to visit cultural resources in the burned area, and their observations will 
also be included in the recovery plan.  
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Mr. Wade responded to Liaison Klevorick’s request for an update regarding the NNSS SWEIS, 
which was published in February 2013 and the Record of Decision published in December 2014 
(https://www.nnss.gov/pages/programs/em/EISpage.html). NNSA/NFO Federal and contractor 
staff continually monitor the proposed actions contained within the SWEIS and any changes to 
ensure that the NNSS remains in the approved National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
baseline identified in the 2013 NNSS SWEIS.  NNSA/NFO is undergoing decision-making for its 
next steps that could ultimately result in a Supplemental Analysis or another NEPA document. 
 
U.S. DOE Update (Robert Boehlecke, DOE) 
 
DDFO Robert Boehlecke welcome those attending both in-person and virtually.  He thanked the 
staff for all its efforts in planning this first hybrid meeting in the new EM Nevada Program 
multipurpose room that was designed to host stakeholders and large staff meetings.  He noted 
that his update includes four main topics, as follows: 
 
Settlement Agreement:  
 
• Thoroughly addressing the Y-12 waste issue is one of DOE’s highest priorities, and the 

Department has implemented improvements across the complex to enhance waste disposition 
and disposal activities, including changes that increase the rigor of waste stream 
characterization and verification.  

• There has been no risk to the safety of the public, workforce, the environment, or DOE facilities 
at any point because of this issue.   

• Results of the Y-12 investigation and Corrective Action Plan, as well as 16 evaluations 
performed by the DOE Office of Enterprise Assessments, have been shared across the DOE 
complex to strengthen waste characterization and verification processes. 

• In May 2021, the Acting Under Secretary for Nuclear Security and Administrator for NNSA 
joined the Acting Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management in issuing a memo 
emphasizing the expectation that key observations and lessons learned from the Y-12 incident 
be incorporated into mission execution at all field offices and operating sites to prevent 
recurrence. 

• Over the past year, the Department has additionally engaged in extensive collaborative 
conversations with NDEP to reach a mutually beneficial resolution to regulatory actions 
resulting from the Y-12 waste issue.  

• On June 22, 2021, a final Settlement Agreement resolving all outstanding regulatory actions 
was executed jointly by the NDEP Administrator Greg Lovato, NNSA/NFO Field Manager Dr. 
David Bowman, and himself as the EM Nevada Program Manager (Robert Boehlecke).  

• The Agreement builds upon the Department’s continued commitment to enhancing the rigor of 
its waste management activities for the protection of the DOE workforce, the public, and the 
environment. 

• Specifically, the Department has committed to implementing various waste program 
improvements, to include enhanced use of visual and chemical verifications, among others. 

• The Department thanks the State for its engagement on this issue and looks forward to 
maintaining a strong relationship for the benefit of Nevada and the nation.  

https://www.nnss.gov/pages/programs/em/EISpage.html
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Renewal of Nevada Grants:  
 
• DOE recently renewed two intergovernmental agreements with the State of Nevada to provide 

over $26 million in federal funding over five years for environmental and public safety 
initiatives.  

• The two agreements – a Memorandum of Understanding and an Agreement in Principle – 
renew four financial assistance grants to the Nevada Department of Conservation & Natural 
Resources and the Nevada Department of Public Safety.  

• Among these is the Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG) grant, which the EM 
Nevada Program funds to support emergency response and preparedness needs in counties 
with radioactive waste transportation routes.  

• Since 2000, more than $15.4 million has been distributed through the State of Nevada Division 
of Emergency Management to Clark, Elko, Esmeralda, Lincoln, Nye, and White Pine counties. 

• EPWG funding has been used for:  
o Emergency management communications system in Lincoln County, NV  
o Ambulance barn in Beatty, NV 
o Emergency vehicles for Pioche, NV  
o Emergency equipment and facility for Esmeralda County, NV  
o Responder equipment, personal protective clothing, like helmets and coats, and 

employee salaries and benefits  
o Emergency resources such as ambulances, fire trucks, and communication equipment  
o Construction of vital training facilities and emergency services buildings 

• Other grants support the State’s monitoring of air, groundwater, surface water, and waste 
management activities at the NNSS, as well as NDEP’s environmental planning and regulatory 
activities, among others.  

• All four grants run through 2026. 
 
NNSS Waste Acceptance Criteria (NNSSWAC) Revision:  
 
• Since February 2020, the EM Nevada Program, under the auspices of its Radioactive Waste 

Acceptance Program (RWAP), has been engaged in a methodical and comprehensive revision 
of the NNSSWAC.  

• The NNSSWAC provides the requirements, terms, and conditions under which LLW, mixed 
low-level waste (MLLW), and classified waste will be accepted at the NNSS. 

• Revisions to the NNSSWAC are being pursued to better reflect broad organizational changes 
related to federal oversight, to ensure current operational practices align with requirements, 
and to strengthen core requirements based on recent and ongoing lessons-learned exercises.  

• Priorities identified in the revision process include streamlining the NNSSWAC layout, 
enhancing flexibility to promote a more dynamic document, providing linkages to guidance 
documents and source documentation, and clarifying regulatory requirements applied to waste 
generator sites.  
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• As part of the revision process, the NNSSWAC is being separated into two volumes to provide 
a clear demarcation between waste and programmatic requirements: the NNSS Technical 
WAC and the NNSS Administrative WAC.  

• The Technical WAC will serve three primary purposes: 1.) Identify acceptable waste based on 
nuclide activity and regulatory classification; 2.) Identify prohibited waste; and 3.) Define 
restricted waste and associated controls.  

• The Administrative WAC will serve a variety of purposes, including: 1.) Specify programmatic 
roles and responsibilities for the EM Nevada Program, RWAP, and waste generators; 
2.) Identify eligibility requirements; 3.) Detail the approval requirements of the NNSS Waste 
Certification Program; and 4.) Include requirements for scheduling and shipping approved 
waste. 

• EM Nevada Program’s goal is to produce a revised NNSSWAC that enhances the rigor of 
waste acceptance requirements and further reinforces the continued safety of disposal 
operations at the NNSS for the protection of the public, personnel, environment, and facilities. 

• The revised NNSSWAC incorporates the following enhancements to waste acceptance and 
disposal practices at the NNSS that specifically address potential weaknesses in generator 
waste certification programs: 

o Implementation of new Lines of Inquiry to increase depth of waste profile reviews 
o Prioritizing on-site verification of profiles with classified waste or material   
o Promoting information sharing (including best practices and lessons learned) among 

generators  
o Focusing facility assessment resources on performance indicators  
o Additional sampling and visual verification  
o Waste profile limitations regarding scope, recertification, and deviations  
o Continued analysis of assessment results to identify additional improvements 
o Hierarchy for chemical characterization 

• The general requirements for waste categories, packaging, and transportation currently 
established by the NNSSWAC will not change in the revision process.  In other words, the EM 
Nevada Program is not broadly changing the type of wastes accepted or the way waste is 
accepted at the NNSS.  

• The NSSAB will be notified when the revised NNSSWAC is published in final form. The Board 
is encouraged to contact the EM Nevada Program for additional information in the meantime.  
 

Program Highlights: 
 
• The new Administration, Congress, and the Department are in budget planning and 

preparation for the coming fiscal year (FY) 2022. 

• The Biden Administration recently proposed a budget to Congress; however, many of the 
details are subject to change with Congressional input. 

• The President’s Budget request will reflect $60.74 million to support the EM Nevada Mission, 
which is on par with the last several years.  
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• Specifically, this funding would allow the EM Nevada Program to continue: 

− Groundwater Remediation for Pahute Mesa: 
o Continue annual groundwater data collection and sampling  
o Complete Flow and Transport Model development  
o Initiate External Peer Review  

− Industrial Sites: 
o Corrective Action Unit (CAU) 114 Engine Maintenance Assembly & Disassembly 

Facility: 
 Continue pre-closure facility surveillance and maintenance 
 Complete pre-demolition decontamination and decommissioning activities 

o CAU 572 Test Cell C Ancillary Buildings and Structures 
 Initiate demolition decontamination and decommissioning activities 

− Post-Closure Long-term Monitoring: 
o Continue post-closure monitoring of soils and industrial-type NNSS sites 
o Continue annual post-closure sampling and monitoring for closed groundwater sites 

− Waste Management: 
o Continue developing and maintaining plans, permits, safety basis, and technical and 

regulatory support for activities such as the NNSS Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA) Part B Permit and DOE Order 435.1 

o Continue audits and waste certification reviews in support of generator programs to 
ensure compliance with the NNSSWAC 

o Continue operation of RCRA MLLW disposal cell 
o Support cleanup activities across the DOE complex by providing disposal capacity 

and services for approximately 1.2 million cubic feet of LLW, MLLW, and classified 
waste 

o Continue closure activities for CAU 577 Area 5 Chromium Containing Waste 
Disposal Cells 

o Construct one new LLW disposal cell 

− Stakeholder and Regulatory Support: 
o Maintain a robust stakeholder, regulator, and public outreach program 
o Provide support for State of Nevada regulatory oversight of the NNSS 

 
Based on Board questions, the following clarifications were provided: 
 

• DDFO Boehlecke responded that the EM Nevada Program staff will visit and inspect the 
Buggy corrective action site that was near the Cherrywood Fire.  First indication is that no 
assumptions used during the closure process have changed due to the fire.  The 
contamination outside the crater does not exceed corrective action levels, and all the 
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postings and signage survived the fire.  The Program will officially inspect and record any 
changes and submit to NDEP as part of the normal process for long-term closures.  
 
In the Closure Reports, language is included that states if conditions change that DOE 
remains responsible for the radiological and chemical contamination, including any 
resulting corrective actions. As part of the closure process, long-term monitoring and 
regular inspections are conducted with additional implementation of corrective actions, as 
needed.   
 
The current assumption is that any closed sites on the NNSS will be transferred to the 
NNSS landlord, NNSA/NFO.  The process to turn over closed sites to NNSA/NFO would be 
very similar as those conducted for closed sites on the TTR to LM.  All information on long-
term monitoring, existing contaminant levels, and required inspections would be turned 
over to the NNSA/NFO using a detailed process to ensure all information is transferred 
properly. Under its current baseline, the EM Nevada Program has activities at the NNSS 
through FY 2028, and the Program is currently working with NNSA/NFO and NDEP to 
ensure a smooth transition.   
 
Liaison Andres added that NDEP is scheduled to visit the Buggy corrective action site on  
August 3, 2021, as part of a joint inspection.  She reiterated that closure documents include 
a provision that if conditions change and the current assumptions are no longer valid, then 
the EM Nevada Program would be required to determine the changes and put in place 
additional corrective actions, as needed. Under its jurisdiction, it is an assumption that the 
NDEP will continue to ensure that long-term monitoring and regular inspections under the 
approved closure reports will be conducted for closed NNSS sites transferred to the 
NNSA/NFO. 
 

Public Access of EM History in Nevada – Work Plan Item #7 (Jesse Sleezer, Navarro) 
 

• NSSAB – Work Plan Item #7 
o From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation on ways 

to preserve the institutional knowledge of activities completed under the EM mission 
in Nevada and how that information can be made more readily accessible to the 
public 

o This item was added by the NSSAB to its Work Plan for FY 2021 
o Work Plan Item #7 and Work Plan Item #5 (also scheduled to be briefed tonight) are 

likely to be closely related 
o NSSAB recommendation is due in September 2021 

• Outline 
o EM Nevada Mission End State 
o What is History? 
o Official Documentation Background 
o Current Public Outreach Efforts 
o Planned Public Outreach Efforts 
o Considerations for Recommendations 
o Review/Questions 
o Path Forward 
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• EM Nevada Mission End State 
o Over the coming decade, EM expects to complete its current scope of cleanup 

activities at the NNSS 
 Completion of all active remediation activities 
 Conveyance of remediated sites to the NNSA for long-term stewardship 

– Note: It is currently anticipated that there will be a need within the DOE 
complex for NNSS waste disposal beyond 2030 

o EM Nevada will continue to closely collaborate with local stakeholders to complete 
its cleanup mission in a manner that prioritizes the protection of the public, 
communities, and the environment 
 Including state and local officials, the NSSAB, Intergovernmental Liaisons 

group, Low-Level Waste Stakeholders Forum, and others 
 Public and stakeholder engagement will be a priority as the Program 

approaches end-state 
• What is History? 

o NSSAB will likely need to define “institutional knowledge of activities completed 
under the EM mission” as it considers recommendations 

o Two distinct types of historical information: 
 1. Official documentation that will be retained and transferred in 

conveyance of sites to NNSA 
 2. Public involvement products that share history of EM’s work in Nevada 

from cradle to grave 
o Assumption: the scope of Work Plan Item #7 is likely to focus on the latter 

• Official Documentation Background 
o FFACO refresher: 

 Legally binding agreement between State of Nevada and Federal agencies 
governing corrective actions at sites impacted by historical nuclear activities 

o Key actions for transitioning closed NNSS FFACO sites from EM to NNSA include: 
 Official transfer of scope to NNSA 
 Record of regulatory determinations, studies, and other documentation, etc. 

o Many documents are and will be part of the public record, available via public 
reading rooms, online, etc. 

o Some types of official documentation that will be conveyed as part of the formal 
FFACO Transition process: 
 Use Restrictions: Identify restrictions placed on specific geographical areas 

for the protection of personnel and/or the environment 
 Closure Affirmations: Documents that support the remedial actions taken to 

address methods and strategies for characterization and disposition of sites 
 FFACO Histories: As an example, FFACO histories could outline the process 

whereby a policy and/or procedure was agreed-to and approved by DOE; the 
U.S. Department of Defense (DoD); the Defense Threat Reduction Agency 
(DTRA); and NDEP 

• Current Public Outreach Efforts 
o Variety of methods and tools used to engage stakeholders in EM Nevada activities: 

 NSSAB 
 Intergovernmental Liaisons 
 Low-Level Waste Stakeholders Forum 
 Public presentations 
 Educational demonstrations 
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 Open houses 
 Articles/press releases 
 Fact sheets 
 Websites/social media 
 Operation Clean Desert 
 Community Conversations 

• Planned Public Outreach Efforts 
o Expectation: EM Nevada will maintain a robust public and stakeholder outreach 

program through mission end-state 
 Many current public outreach efforts/products likely to continue 
 Efforts/products will evolve over time to highlight Program history and 

accomplishments vs. active missions 
o Internal communications planning documents in place 

 Establish key messages and strategies to highlight Program activities and 
accomplishments 

 Will evolve to focus on Program’s historical elements 
o Broad effort underway to refresh and update static outreach materials 

 Fact sheets, website information, etc. 
 Better reflect recent Program accomplishments and overall progress  

• Examples of Post-Transfer Public Outreach Products 
o In 2020, EM Nevada transferred 70 closed corrective action sites on and around the 

TTR to the LM 
 First EM-to-LM transfer in more than a decade 

o LM now hosts historical information on these sites online 
 www.energy.gov/lm/tonopah-test-range-nevada-site 
 Site features: 

– Overview 
– Fact Sheet 
– Videos (overview and May 2020 LM Briefing to NSSAB)  

• Considerations for Recommendations 
o Per charter, NSSAB can only provide recommendations to DOE EM 
o EM cannot obligate other agencies to continue certain outreach or engagement 

efforts post-transition 
o NSSAB recommendations under Work Plan Item #7 should be limited to EM efforts 

up to final conveyance of FFACO sites 
• Review 

o NSSAB has expressed an interest in retaining historical information on EM Nevada 
activities 

o Official documents will be transferred as part of formal FFACO transition process 
o Various outreach products will highlight Program history through mission end-state 
o Board recommendations to augment or enhance these approaches are welcome 

• Questions 
• NSSAB Path Forward – Work Plan Item #7 

o From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation on ways 
to preserve the institutional knowledge of activities completed under the EM mission 
in Nevada and how that information can be made more readily accessible to the 
public 

o NSSAB recommendation is due in September 2021 
 

http://www.energy.gov/lm/tonopah-test-range-nevada-site
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Based on Board questions, the following clarifications were provided: 
 

• The transfer of closed TTR sites last fiscal year from the EM Nevada Program to LM was 
the first EM-to-LM transfer of fully remediated and closed sites within the DOE EM complex 
in more than a decade. All closed sites on the NNSS will remain under the active purview of 
the EM Nevada Program until EM mission end-state is reached at the NNSS. 

• The EM Nevada Program is currently partnering with the National Atomic Testing Museum 
(NATM) to conduct virtual field trips for Lied Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) Academy in North Las Vegas, although there have been no specific discussions 
recently for contributing or expanding exhibits or information available on the EM mission in 
Nevada at the NATM. 

• The EM Nevada Program’s Strategic Communications staff continually considers the 
audience to whom outreach efforts are focused.  Traditionally, outreach has been defined 
very broadly to include local stakeholders, such as the NSSAB, as well as the public to 
provide an understanding of EM’s environmental remediation activities in Nevada.  The 
Program interfaces with numerous stakeholders including, but not limited to, schools, 
students, teachers, other government agencies, intergovernmental organizations, Tribes, 
CGTO, and the public via hearings and public comment.  The Department is engaging in 
DOE complex-wide discussions on the uniformity of communication, various ideas for 
effective communication, and communication best practices from other Federal agencies 
and environmental and research groups. 
 

Interactive Public Information Website – Work Plan Item #5 (Jesse Sleezer, Navarro) 
 

• NSSAB – Work Plan Item #5 
o From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation on the 

potential transition and upgrade of the existing public-facing website with a new 
interactive site for EM activities 

o General themes discussed in Work Plan Item #7 (briefed previously) are likely to 
apply to Work Plan Item #5 

o NSSAB recommendation is due in September 2021 
• Outline 

o Recap from Work Plan Item #5 
o Current EM Nevada Web Presence 
o NNSS Remediation Sites Map 
o Live Demonstration 
o Examples of Similar Products 
o Initial Public Involvement Review 
o Key Questions for Consideration 
o Review/Questions 
o Path Forward 

• Recap from Work Plan Item #7 
o No later than 2030, EM expects to complete its current scope of cleanup activities at 

the NNSS 
o NSSAB has expressed an interest in retaining historical information on EM Nevada 

activities 
o Official documents will be transferred as part of formal FFACO transition process 
o Various outreach products will highlight Program history through mission end-state 
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o Board recommendations to augment or enhance these approaches are welcome 
under Work Plan Item #7 

• Current EM Nevada Web Presence 
o EM Nevada website 

 www.nnss.gov/pages/programs/em/Environmental.html  
 Main source for EM Nevada information and updates 
 Subpages for each Program mission 

o NSSAB website 
 https://www.nnss.gov/NSSAB/  
 Meeting minutes, agendas, reports 

o NNSS remediation sites map 
 https://nnssremediation.dri.edu     
 Status for every Corrective Action Site 
 Links to NNSS cleanup site documents 
 Focus for Work Plan Item #5 

• NNSS Remediation Sites Map 
o Maintained by the DRI on behalf of EM Nevada 
o Accessible via nnss.gov 
o Current statistics show marginal use 
o Navarro has been tasked with identifying options 

• Live Demonstration 
• Examples of Similar Products 

o The DOE LM maintains a similar mapping site 
o Available at https://gems.lm.doe.gov/# for your reference 

• Initial Public Involvement Review 
o Maintain linkages to Office of Scientific and Technical Information (OSTI) 

documentation for individual CAUs/Corrective Action Sites (CASs) 
 Primary function of the site as currently structured 

o To improve the public appearance and functionality of the site, consider “tiering” 
information available 
 Cascade from broad program background (i.e., links to nnss.gov), to mission-

specific background (i.e., links to fact sheets) to detailed data (i.e., links to 
OSTI documentation) 

o Increase access and content control for Strategic Communications staff 
• Key Questions for Consideration 

o 1. Does the NNSS Remediation Sites Map add value to EM Nevada’s public 
outreach efforts as currently structured? 

o 2. What changes, alterations, or enhancements might be recommended for this site 
or a similar product? 

o 3. How might NSSAB recommendations from Work Plan Item #7 impact the Board’s 
recommendations for Work Plan Item #5 
 Should the recommendations be combined? 

• Review 
o EM Nevada currently maintains NNSS Remediation Sites website 

 Not highly utilized 
o EM Nevada has tasked Navarro with evaluating potential options 
o NSSAB recommendations for Work Plan Item #7 could potentially impact Work Plan 

Item #5 
 Board may find NNSS Remediation Sites website is not adding value 

http://www.nnss.gov/pages/programs/em/Environmental.html
https://www.nnss.gov/NSSAB/
http://www.nnssremediation.dri.edu/
https://gems.lm.doe.gov/
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o Recommendations will likely be constrained by cost, feasibility, and/or cyber security 
considerations 

• Questions 
• NSSAB Path Forward – Work Plan Item #5 

o From a community perspective, the NSSAB will provide a recommendation on the 
potential transition and upgrade of the existing public-facing website with a new 
interactive site for EM activities 

o NSSAB recommendation is due in September 2021 
 

Based on Board questions, the following clarifications were provided: 
 

• There are on average a couple of hundred unique visits monthly on the NNSS remediation 
sites website. Due to its very specialized and technical nature, this website has not been 
highly marketed to the public as currently structured. Links to this website are found on the 
main web presence on nnss.gov. One option that could be considered is to not update or 
replace the current website and allocate the resources in staff time and funding into another 
product. 

• It is currently unknown whether a new software platform would be needed to improve the 
public appearance and functionality of the NNSS remediation sites website. An initial 
determination for what should be included on the website would first need to be decided 
from an outreach perspective.  With that knowledge, a path forward with cost analysis and 
budget could be developed to design a website that may or may not require a new platform. 
Navarro’s Information Technology staff has engaged in preliminary research on the 
functionality of the LM website that functions similarly, although has not conducted an 
exhaustive analysis of other DOE EM sites websites.  Ultimately, it is the Program’s goal to 
remain in alignment with the Department and its EM sites in this effort. 

• The Operation Clean Desert curriculum is geared toward fifth–seventh grades. The 
purpose for targeting a younger audience is to increase understanding of the EM cleanup 
mission in Nevada and to promote STEM curriculum that focuses on environmental 
stewardship and protecting natural resources, such as, groundwater, soils, and air. The 
Program also engages with middle and high school students in the classroom setting with 
an “ant farm” demonstration that shows the dynamics of groundwater movement through 
geologic formations. Navarro is engaged with its Community Commitment Program (CCP) 
that pledges contractor support for STEM programming in local schools by providing 
volunteers for competitions and conducting virtual field trips on EM topics.  Under the CCP, 
development of a small grants program for STEM classroom supplies is also currently 
under consideration. 

• An evaluation to include scientific or newspaper articles pertinent to specific EM topics has 
not been considered for the functionality of the NNSS remediation sites website. 

 
After all questions were addressed, Chair Bonesteel led Board discussion on a path forward for 
work plan items #7 and #5.  Member Dina Williamson-Erdag made a motion that the Board act 
tonight to provide the EM Nevada Program separate recommendations on work plan item #7 first 
and then on work plan item #5.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
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Chair Bonesteel led Board discussion on work plan item #7 with potential recommendations 
provided by members during the meeting, as follows: 
 

• Engage in an oral history project to document the human history of the EM mission in 
Nevada, including interviews of former and current employees and members of interested 
communities. 
 

Vice-Chair Anthony Graham made a motion that the potential recommendation above be 
approved as a recommendation for work plan item #7.  The motion was seconded. As an NSSAB 
liaison, Liaison Andres noted that her organization would be an interested party.  Vice-Chair 
Graham responded that liaisons are included as members of interested communities. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

• Create a visual history showing signage, pictures, and visual comparisons of before and 
after the EM remediation work. 

 
Member Williamson-Erdag made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved 
as a recommendation for work plan item #7.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 

• Establish a dialogue with the NATM to determine its interest, extent of interest, ability, and 
commitment to expand EM information in the museum. 

 
Member Ronald Korner made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved as 
a recommendation for work plan item #7.  The motion was seconded and passed with a majority. 
 

• Consider the possibility of establishing a museum of some type at the Mercury exit to 
document historic testing and EM remediation work at the NNSS. 

 
Member Williamson-Erdag made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved 
as a recommendation for work plan item #7.  The motion was seconded and passed with a 
majority. 
 

• Create a visual history showing signage, pictures, and visual comparisons of before and 
after the EM remediation work to be displayed on a kiosk at the Mercury Exit. 

 
Member Gary Elgort made a motion to amend the recommendation above in italics for work plan 
item #7.  The motion was seconded. 
 

• Create a visual history showing signage, pictures, and visual comparisons of before and 
after the EM remediation work to be displayed on a kiosk at the Mercury Exit, on the 
website, and/or the NATM. 

 
Member Karen Eastman made a motion to amend the amendment to the recommendation above 
in bold text for work plan item #7.  The motion was seconded.  
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• Create a visual history showing signage, pictures, and visual comparisons of before and 
after the EM remediation work to be displayed at a variety of locations, including but limited 
to, on a kiosk at the Mercury Exit, on the website, and/or the NATM. 

 
Member Karen Eastman made a motion to amend the amendment to the amendment to the 
recommendation above in underlined text for work plan item #7.  Chair Bonesteel called for an Out 
of Order and directed Board discussion back to the amendment to the amendment to the 
recommendation. 
 

• Create a visual history showing signage, pictures, and visual comparisons of before and 
after the EM remediation work to be displayed on a kiosk at the Mercury Exit, on the 
website, and/or the NATM. 

 
Chair Bonesteel called for a vote on the amendment to the amendment to the recommendation 
above for work plan #7.  The motion was lost.  
 
During Board discussion, several members noted that it was understood in the original 
recommendation that it could include multiple locations and that the final decision for location(s) 
ultimately remains with the EM Nevada Program. 
 

• Create a visual history showing signage, pictures, and visual comparisons of before and 
after the EM remediation work to be displayed on a kiosk at the Mercury Exit. 

 
Chair Bonesteel called for a vote on the amendment to the recommendation above for work plan 
item #7.  The motion was lost.  Chair Bonesteel announced that the recommendation stands as 
approved originally. 
 

• Establish a kiosk at the Mercury exit to describe and show some of the history of the 
NNSS. 

 
Member Elgort made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved as a 
recommendation for work plan item #7. Chair Bonesteel requested a second on the motion.  The 
motion was lost due to a lack of a second.  
 

• Produce a higher-level history document that is more like an after-action report of limited 
page count, but highlighting EM history at the NNSS, including the original charter, consent 
order, summary, requirements and results, as well as lessons learned. 

 
Member Richard Stephans made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved 
as a recommendation for work plan item #7.  The motion was seconded. Member Korner 
remarked that this potential recommendation may be more in alignment with work plan item #5. 
 
Chair Bonesteel called for verbal group voice vote that resulted in a Division of the House. A 
verbal individual voice vote resulted in four members voting in the affirmative, six members voting 
in the negative, and one member abstained. The motion was lost. 
 
Chair Bonesteel thanked the Board for its recommendations for Public Access of EM History in 
Nevada - work plan item #7. The NSSAB Office will draft the NSSAB recommendation letter and 
submit to the EM Nevada Program for its consideration and response. 
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Chair Bonesteel continued the meeting by leading Board discussion on work plan item #5 with 
potential recommendations provided by members during the meeting, as follows: 
 

• Produce a higher-level history document that is more like an after-action report of limited 
page count, but highlighting EM history at the NNSS, including the original charter, consent 
order, summary, requirements and results, as well as lessons learned. 
 

Member Korner made a motion that the potential recommendation that Member Stephans 
proposed for work plan item #7 above be approved as a recommendation for work plan item #5.  
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 

• Discontinue the current NNSS remediation site website as it is not highly utilized and move 
information to the nnss.gov website or a physical document. 

 
Member Eastman made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved as a 
recommendation for work plan item #5.  The motion was seconded. 
 
During Board discussion, several members expressed concerns that all the information and links 
to documents remain accessible to the public that is currently hosted on the NNSS remediation 
site website. 
 

• Discontinue the current NNSS remediation site website as it is not highly utilized and move 
information to the nnss.gov website or a physical document, provided that all information is 
intact. 

 
Member Eastman made a motion that the potential recommendation be amended with the 
italicized verbiage above and approved as a recommendation for work plan item #5.  Chair 
Bonesteel allowed the amendment to the motion. The motion was approved by a majority. 
 

• Review the current documentation posted on the NNSS remediation site website and make 
information more public-friendly. 

 
Member William Dolan made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved as a 
recommendation for work plan item #5.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 

• Consider the nnss.gov website as a possible venue to accomplish recommendations #1 
and #2 from work plan item #7. 

o Engage in an oral history project to document the human history of the EM mission 
in Nevada, including interviews of former and current employees and members of 
interested communities. (recommendation #1 from work plan item #7) 

o Create a visual history showing signage, pictures, and visual comparisons of before 
and after the EM remediation work. (recommendation #2 from work plan item #7) 

 
Member Williamson-Erdag made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved 
as a recommendation for work plan item #7.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
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• Consider improving the public appearance and functionality of the NNSS remediation sites 
website by adding links in the cascade to scientific and/or newspaper articles related to the 
topic. 
 

Member Gail Alexander made a motion that the potential recommendation above be approved as 
a recommendation for work plan item #5.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Chair Bonesteel commended the Board for its good work in providing recommendations for 
Interactive Public Information Website - work plan item #5. The NSSAB Office will draft the 
NSSAB recommendation letter and submit to the EM Nevada Program for its consideration and 
response.    
 
Other NSSAB Business (Frank Bonesteel, Chair) 
 
Notification of Chair/Vice-Chair Elections for FY 2022: 
Chair Bonesteel announced that elections will be held for the NSSAB Chair and Vice-Chair 
positions at the September 22, 2021 Full Board meeting.  A list outlining the responsibilities for 
both positions was provided to the Board, and members were encouraged to consider running for 
a leadership position.  Interested members are asked to notify the NSSAB Office to be placed on 
the ballot no later than September 1, 2021. 
 
Round Robin Development: 
During the week of October 4, 2021, Chair Bonesteel reported that he and Vice-Chair Anthony 
Graham will be representing the NSSAB during the EM Site-Specific Advisory Board (EM SSAB) 
National Chairs Meeting, along with the leadership from the other seven local advisory boards 
across the nation.  This meeting will be hosted by the local advisory board in Idaho.  
 
During the EM SSAB National Chairs Meeting, Chair Bonesteel highlighted that this is the Board’s 
opportunity to present to EM HQ Senior Management a round robin that highlights key topics of 
importance to the NSSAB. In preparation, the NSSAB was provided guidelines for the round robin 
in advance of the meeting to give some thought to potential topics and be prepared to discuss 
during the meeting.  
 
Chair Bonesteel entertained discussion for the round robin with the following topics suggested by 
the Board: 
 
Board Interests/Concerns: 
 

• Deterioration of community roadways (town, city, county, and federal highways) from the 
transportation of radioactive waste to the NNSS, including resulting safety hazards 
 

Member Williamson-Erdag made a motion that the topic above be approved for the round robin 
presentation to EM HQ Senior Management during the EM SSAB National Chairs Meeting in 
Idaho.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
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• The potential effects of extreme weather events on regulatory closure approaches for 
corrective action sites on/around the NNSS 
 

Vice-Chair Graham made a motion that the topic above be approved for the round robin 
presentation to EM HQ Senior Management during the EM SSAB National Chairs Meeting in 
Idaho.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

 
• Balancing environmental cleanup efforts with historic preservation efforts. 

 
Vice-Chair Graham made a motion that the topic above be approved for the round robin 
presentation to EM HQ Senior Management during the EM SSAB National Chairs Meeting in 
Idaho.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Board Accomplishment: 
 

• New state-of-the-art meeting room enhances the ability of the NSSAB to interact with the 
EM Nevada Program both in-person and virtually 

 
Member Dolan made a motion that the topic above be approved for the round robin presentation 
to EM HQ Senior Management during the EM SSAB National Chairs Meeting in Idaho.  The 
motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Member Korner initiated discussion on the recent Settlement Agreement and whether the other 
SSAB’s were aware of the enhancements and impacts that the agreement will have on the 
individual sites.  Mr. Sleezer committed to bringing to the attention of the EM SSAB Designated 
Federal Officer, Kelly Snyder, for facilitating SSAB’s awareness by another means than the 
NSSAB’s round robin. 
 
Chair Bonesteel thank the members for their dedication, participation, and hard work in proposing 
round robin topics and recommendations for work plan items #7 and #5.  
 
Meeting Wrap-Up and Adjournment 
  
Upcoming calendar of events: 

• Training opportunity: Community Environmental Monitoring Program (CEMP) Workshop – 
July 26-28, 2021 - Virtual 

• LLW Stakeholders Forum Meeting (invite only) – August 5, 2021 – Virtual 
• EM Cleanup Workshop – September 8-10, 2021 – Alexandria, VA (Chair Bonesteel to 

attend) 
• NSSAB Intergovernmental Liaisons meeting – September 22, 2021, at 3 p.m.  
• NSSAB Full Board meeting – September 22, 2021, at 4 p.m.  
• RadWaste Summit – September 22-24, 2021 – Las Vegas, NV (Members Korner and 

Elgort to attend) 
 

Any questions on the calendar of events, please contact the NSSAB Office at 702-523-0894. 
 
Member Dolan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 


